Europaisches Pat ntamt 
European Pat nt Offic 
Office urope n des brev ts 





(jj) Publication number: 0 598 603 A1 




EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



@ Application number: 93309165.4 
@ Date of filing: 17.11.93 



© int. ci. 5 : C08J 3/215, C08J 3/00, 

C08L 69/00, // (C08L69/00, 
27:12) 



(30) Priority: 17.11.92 US 977346 

@ Date of publication of application : 
25.05.94 Bulletin 94/21 

@ Designated Contracting States : 
DE ES FR GB IT NL 

<fj) Applicant : GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
1 River Road 

Schenectady, NY 12345 (US) 

@ Inventor : Pan, Wie-Hin 
400 SommerJand Court 
Evansville, Indiana 47712 (US) 



Inventor : Davis, Gary Charles 
5 Felicia Court 

Albany, New York 12205 (US) 
Inventor: Shankltn, Elliott West 
4E Leesome Lane 
Altamont, New York 12009 (US) 
Inventor : Buckley, Paul William 
60 Pasadowski Road 
Scotia, New York 12302 (US) 



(g) Representative : Pratt, Richard Wilson at al 
London Patent Operation 
G.E. Technical Services Co. Inc. 
Essex House 
12/13 Essex Street 
London WC2R 3AA (GB) 



< 

CO 

o 

<D 

00 
O 

m 



a. 

LU 



(§) Method of dispersing solid additives in polymeric resins. 

(57) A method for dispersing solid forms of additives in polymeric resins involves adding dispersions or 
solutions of additive(s) to a solution of resin in a tubular mixer (preferably in the presence of a stationary 
mixer). The mixer leads to a steam precipitation step wherein all fluid ingredients in the mixture are 
volatilized leaving the solid additive and resin in the desired ratio. This results in a uniform dispersion of 
the additives in the polymer matrix. As a result of the high dispersion, physical properties of the polymer 
are preserved. In one illustration, PTFE as a drip inhibitor additive, is added to polycarbonate resin to 
obtain a highly dispersed PTFE concentrate of improved drip-inhibition without loss of mechanical 
properties. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of The Invention 

5 The invention relates to processes for dispersing solid additives in mixtures with synthetic, thermoplastic, 

polymeric resins and in one embodiment concerns dispersing solid additives into participated polycarbonate 
resins. 

Brief Description of the Related Art 

10 

The patent literature is replete with descriptions of methods and processes for preparing homogeneous 
mixtures of synthetic polymeric resins with a wide variety of solid phase additives. Representative of such de- 
scriptions is that set forth in the U.S. Patent 4,649, 168 (Kress et al.) issued on March 10, 1987. Kress et al. 
disperses particles of polytetrafluoroethylene (hereinafter referred to for convenience as "PTFE") in aromatic 

15 polycarbonate resin based molding compositions. The dispersion is carried out, in brief, by admixture of aqu- 
eous emulsions of the two components followed by coagulation of the emulsion mixture. Coagulation may be 
carried out by spray-drying, f reeze-drying or the addition of inorganic or organic salts, acids, bases or organic 
solvents which are miscible with water. 

The process described by Kress et al. does result in fine dispersions of the PTFE in the polycarbonate 

20 resin, but the degree of dispersion is dependent upon a number of variables, which require close control. For 
example, when two aqueous emulsions are mixed together, the way that these two emulsions will mix will be 
predominantly determined by the interactions of each of the suspended particulates with the water phase that 
they are emulsified with. This means that the surfactants necessarily used in each phase become dominant 
factors. During the process of coagulation, control of the dispersion of these two emulsions will become in- 

25 creasingly controlled by the interactions of the surfaces of the PTFE particle with the polymer resin particle. 
Since it is well known that like tends to repel like, there is an inherent driving force to cause segregation of 
these two mixed emulsions during coagulation. 

Furthermore, when water is added to a resin powder the water becomes physically bound to and wets the 
surface of the powder. The amount of water that will be physically bound to this surface will be determined 

30 by the free energy characteristics of the powder surfaces, the amount of surface area available, and the free 
energy of interaction between water and this surface. Adding a water based emulsion of PTFE to an insuffi- 
ciently wetted powder will result in the water immediately being stripped from the added emulsion, as long as 
the amount of water added is less than the saturation capability of the powder. This will result in an effective 
coagulation of the PTFE emulsion, because the emulsion cannot exist when the water is stripped from it. Since 

35 each particle of resin powder has a defined saturation potential for water, this will result in each resin powder 
particle only reacting with the water in a very small, defined amount of emulsion. This means that there is a 
forcing of coagulation of the PTFE emulsion on a distance scale determined by the water wetting character- 
istics of the resin powder. It also means that this will provide an extraordinary lack of dispersion of the PTFE 
because as soon as the surface of a particle of resin powder has been saturated or wetted out by water it no 

40 longer will have any capability to cause the coagulation of any more PTFE emulsion. This then becomes a 
physical limiting factor that will guarantee that the PTFE will be dispersed in the powder at a distance scale 
corresponding to the size of the PTFE emulsion size. 

The process of the present invention is particularly advantageous in that the variables for controlling dis- 
persion are limited. The process of our invention is simple, resulting in consistently good high dispersions on 

45 a scale not previously experienced. The highly homogeneous dispersions obtained produce products of a 
unique character and with superior properties. High proportions of additive are uniformly dispersed, without 
sacrificing mechanical properties. For example in regard to dispersing PTFE in polycarbonate resins, higher 
concentrations of the PTFE can be dispersed without difficulty and without compromising mechanical prop- 
erties. 

so The process of the present invention incorporates PTFE into the particle structure of porous polycarbonate 

resins. Early processes for incorporating PTFE into polycarbonate resins included admixture and processing 
of the polycarbonate and the PTFE (in a latex) in a ball mill, a rubber mill, an extruder or a Banbury mixer; 
see for example the description in U.S. Patents 3,294,871 and 3,290,795. In U.S. Pat nt 3,005,795, it is sug- 
gested that admixture of the PTFE and the polycarbonate resin take place in "highly-fluid solutions and melts" 

55 of the base resin. 

More recently, it has been found advantageous to combine th PTFE and a polycarbonate resin by co- 
precipitation of the two resins. This was said to result in the ultimate in dispersion of the PTFE into the poly- 
carbonate resin; s e th description in the U.S. Patent 4,753,994 (Carter, Jr. et al. t issued June 28, 1988). 
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In this teaching, an aqueous dispersion of PTFE is admixed with a solution of polycarbonate resin and 
caused to co-pr cipitate by the addition of an ester, aromatic hydrocarbon, aliphatic hydrocarbon, alcohol, car- 
bonate, ether or ketone. The coprecipitate then needs to be isolated, washed and dried in a somewhat costly 
recovery. 

However, these prior art processes do not yield products with the unique properties, especially in main- 
taining mechanical properties, associated with the products of our inventive process which is inherently sim- 
pler, less time consuming and less costly. 

Summary of the Invention 

The invention comprises a process for incorporating a solid form of an additive in a highly dispersed man- 
ner into particles of a thermoplastic, synthetic, polymeric resin, which comprises; 
providing a fluid mixture of the additive; 
providing a solution of the polymeric resin; 

admixing the additive mixture with the polymeric resin solution; and 
removing the fluid and the solvent from the admixture simultaneously, whereby there is a 
co-precipitation of the additive and the polymeric resin powder from the admixture. 
The invention also comprises the thermoplastic resin composition products of the process of the inven- 
tion, blends thereof with thermoplastic resins and articles molded therefrom. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

The process of the invention may be employed to highly disperse solid additives in a wide variety of ther- 
moplastic, synthetic polymeric resins. Representative of such resins are organic polymers available in particle 
forms, characterized by chains of carbon atoms which may also contain polar groups as connecting links in 
the chains. Illustrative of such polymers are those of the general formula:- 



wherein n is an integer, greater than about 50. A is a divalent hydrocarbon moiety having a formula selected 
from 



wherein m is an integer of between 1 and 20 and Z' and Z" are each selected from hydrogen and alkyl; and B 
is a divalent connecting link selected from radicals which are repr sented by the formulae: 
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wherein X is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, and halogen, Y is selected from hy- 
drog n, halogen, nitrile, carboxylate ester, alkoxy and acetal, and R is s I ct d from hydrog n, alkyl, aryl, al- 
karyl, and alkoxymethyl. The normally rigid thermoplastic resins included within this definition include hydro- 
carbon polymers such as polyethylene, other polyolefins and copolymers of ethylene and 1-olefins, polystyr- 
ene, polyvinyl halides, polyvinylidene halides, polyacrylates, including inter alia polymethylmethacrylate, linear 
polycarbonamides made by the intermolecular polymerizat ion of linear diamin s containing from 6 to 1 0 carbon 
atoms and th ir amide-forming derivativ sandth superpolyamid s made by the intramol cularpolym riza- 
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tion of om ga-amino acids containing from 4 to 12 carbon atoms and their amide-forming derivatives, such 
as polyhexam thylen adipamide, polyh xamethylenesebacamid , and polycaprolactam, polycarbonimides, 
polyethers, polycarbonates and polyoxyalkalenes, particularly high molecular weight, thermally-stable poly- 
oxymethylen . 

Although the process of th invention is applicable to the wide variety of synthetic polymeric resins men- 
tioned above, the remaining description will be confined to a discussion of polycarbonate resins as illustrative, 
for the purpose of convenience and simplicity. The process is particularly advantageous when used to process 
aromatic polycarbonate resins, including copolyester-carbonate resins. 

Polycarbonate and copolyester-carbonates are well known resins, commercially available. Methods of pre- 
paring polycarbonates by interfacial polymerization are also well known; see for example the details provided 
in the U.S. Patents 3,028,365; 3,334,154; 3,275,601; 3,915,926; 3,030,331; 3,169,121; 3,027,814; and 
4,188,314, all of which are incorporated herein by reference thereto. 

In general, the method of interfacial polymerization comprises the reaction of a dihydric phenol with a car- 
bonyl halide (the carbonate precursor). 

Although the reaction conditions of the preparative processes may vary, several of the referred processes 
typically involve dissolving or dispersing the diphenol reactants in aqueous caustic, adding the resulting mix- 
ture to a suitable water immiscible solvent medium and contacting the reactants with the carbonate precursor, 
such as phosgene, in the presence of a suitable catalyst and under controlled pH conditions. The most corrv 
monly used water immiscible solvents include methylene chloride, 1,2-dichloroethane, chlorobenzene, tol- 
uene, and the like. 

The catalyst employed accelerates the rate of polymerization of the dihydric phenol reactant with the car- 
bonate precursor. Representative catalysts include but are not limited to tertiary amines such as triethylamine, 
quaternary phosphonium compounds, quaternary ammonium compounds, and the like. The preferred process 
for preparing polycarbonate resins comprises a phosgenation reaction. The temperature at which the phos- 
genation reaction proceeds may vary from below 0°C, to above 100°C. The phosgenation reaction preferably 
proceeds at temperatures of from room temperatures (25°C) to 50°C. Since the reaction is exothermic, the 
rate of phosgene addition may be used to control the reaction temperature. The amount of phosgene required 
will generally depend upon the amount of the dihydric phenols. 

The dihydric phenols employed are known, and the reactive groups are the two phenolic hydroxyl groups. 
Some of the dihydric phenols are represented by the general formula: 




(I) 



wherein A is a divalent hydrocarbon radical containing from 1 to about 15 carbon atoms; a substituted divalent 
hydrocarbon radical containing from 1 to about 15 carbon atoms and substituent groups such as halogen; - 
S- ; -SS-; -S(O)- ; -S(0)2 ; -O- : or-C- ; each X is independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, 
halogen, and a monovalent hydrocarbon radical such as an alkyl group of from 1 to about 8 carbon atoms, an 
aryl group of from 6-18 carbon atoms, an aralkyl group of from 7 to about 14 carbon atoms, an alkaryl group 
of from 7 to about 14 carbon atoms, an alkoxy group of from 1 to about 8 carbon atoms, or an aryloxy group 
of from 6 to 18 carbon atoms; and m is zero or 1 and n is an integer of from 0 to 4. 

Typical of some of the dihydric phenols employed are bis-phenols such as bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)methane, 
2 t 2-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)propane (also known as bisphenol-A), 2,2-bis(4-hydroxy-3,5-dibromophenyl)prt> 
pane; dihydric phenol ethers such as bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) ether, bis(3,5-dichloro-4-hydroxyphenyl) ether; di- 
hydroxydiphenyls such as p,p'-dihydroxydiphenyl, S^-dichloro-M'-dihydroxydiphenyl; dihydroxyaryl sul- 
fones such as bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) sulfone, bis (3,5-di me thyl-4- hydroxy phenyl) sulfone, di hydroxy benzenes 
such as resorcinol, hydroquinone, halo- and alkylsubstituted dihydroxy benzenes such as 1,4-dihydroxy-2,5- 
dichlorobenzene, 1,4-dihydroxy-3-methylbenz ne; and dihydroxydiphenyl sulfides and sulfoxides such as 
bis(4-hydroxyphenyl) sulfide, bis(4-hydroxyph nyl) sulfoxide and bis(3,5-dibromo-4-hydroxyphenyl) sulfoxide. 
A vari ty of additional dihydric phenols are available and are disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,999,835; 3,028,365 
and 3,153,008; all of which ar incorporated herein by ref rence. It is, of course, possibl to employ two or 
more different dihydric ph nols or a combination of a dihydric ph nol with glycol. 

Th carbonate precursor can be either a carbonyl halide, a diarylcarbonate or a bishaloformate. The car- 
bonyl halid s includ carbonyl bromide, carbonyl chlorid , and mixtures th r of. Th bishaioformates include 
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the bishaloformates of dihydric phenols such as bischloroformates of 2,2-bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)-propan , 2,2- 
bis(4-hydroxy-3,5-dichloroph nyl)-propane, hydroquinon , and the like, or bishaloformates of glycols such as 
bishaloformates of ethylene glycol, and the like. While all of the above carbonate precursors are useful, car- 

5 bonyl chloride, also known as phosgene, is preferred. 

Also included within the scope of polycarbonates are the high molecular weight thermoplastic randomly 
branched polycarbonates. These randomly branched polycarbonates are prepared by co-reacting a polyfunc- 
tion^ organic compound with the afore-described dihydric phenols and carbonate precursor. The polyfunc- 
tional organic compounds useful in making the branched polycarbonates are set forth in U.S. Pat Nos. 

10 3,635,895 and 4,001,184 which are incorporated herein by reference. These polyfunctions compounds are 
generally aromatic and contain at least three functional groups which are carboxyl, carboxylic anhydrides, phe- 
nols, haloformyls or mixtures thereof. Some non-limiting examples of these polyfunctional aromatic com- 
pounds include 1,1,1-tri(4- hydroxy phenyl) ethane, trimeliitic anhydride, trimellitic acid, trimellitoyl trichloride, 
4-chloroformyl phthalic anhydride, pyromeliitic acid, pyromellitic dianhydride, mellitic acid, mellitic anhydride, 

15 trimesic acid, benzophenonetetracarboxylic acid, benzophenonetetracarboxylic anhydride, and the like. The 
preferred polyfunctional aromatic compounds are 1,1,1-tri(4-hydroxyphenyl)ethane, trimellitic anhydride or 
trimellitic acid or their haloformyl derivatives. Also included herein are blends of a linear polycarbonate and a 
branched polycarbonate. 

The polycarbonate resin treated in the process of the invention may be of relatively low weight average 
20 molecular weight or of relatively high weight average molecular weight (M w ). The lower Mw resins are generally 
end-capped polycarbonates. 

The so-called "end-capped" polycarbonates are prepared by the above-described procedures of producing 
aromatic carbonate polymers, wherein the reaction mixture includes small amounts of molecular weight reg- 
ulators or chain terminators to provide end or terminal groups on the carbonate polymer and thereby control 
25 the molecular weight of the polycarbonate. 

A molecular weight regulator, i.e.; a chain stopper, is generally added to the reactants prior to or during 
the contacting of them with the carbonate precursor. Useful molecular weight regulators include, but are not 
limited to, monohydric phenols such as phenol, chroman-l, paratertiarybutylphenol, p-cumylphenol and the 
like. 

30 Other compounds that act as chain terminators for the carbonate polymers are also known. Thus, U.S. 

Pat. No. 3,085,992 discloses alkanol amines as chain terminators; U.S. Pat. No. 3,399,172 teaches imides as 
chain terminators; U.S. Pat. No. 3,275,601 discloses that aniline and methyl aniline function as chain termi- 
nators intheinterfacial polymerization process for producing polycarbonates; and U.S. Pat No. 4,011,184 dis- 
closes primary and secondary amines as molecular weight regulators for polycarbonate. Furthermore, U.S. 

35 Pat. No. 3,028,365 discloses that aromatic amines and other mo nofu notional compounds can be used to con- 
trol or regulate the molecular weight of the polycarbonates, thereby forming aryl carbamate terminal groups. 
Aromatic polycarbonates having carbamate end groups are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,111,910. These poly- 
carbonates are prepared using a terminating amount of ammonia, ammonium compounds, primary cycloalkyl, 
aliphatic or aralkyl amines and secondary cycloalkyl, alkyJ oraralkyl amines. 

40 As mentioned above the aromatic carbonate polymers treated by the process of the invention include poly- 

estercar bo nates, also known as copoly ester-poly carbonates, i.e., resins which contain, in addition to recurring 
polycarbonate chain units of the formula: 



45 



50 



--O-D-O-C 



(Ha) 



wherein D is a dival nt aromatic radical of the dihydric phenol employed in the polymerization reaction, re- 
peating or recurring carboxylate units, for example of the formula: 
55 { C(O) - R 1 - C(O) - O - D - 0} (lib) 

wherein D is as defined abov and R 1 is as defined below. 

The copolyester-polycarbonate resins are also prepared by interfacial polym rization t chnique, well 
known to those skilled in the art; se for example the U.S. patents 3,169,121 and 4,487,896. 

In general th copoly ster-polycarbonate r sins ar pr par d as d scribed abov for the preparation of 
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polycarbonate homopolym rs, but by the added presence of a dicarboxylic acid ( ster precursor) in the water 
immiscible solvent. 

In general, any dicarboxylic acid conventionally used in the preparation of linear polyesters may be utilized 
inth preparation of the copolyester-carbonate resins. G n rally, the dicarboxylic acids which may b utilized 
include the aliphaticdicarboxylic acids, the aromatic dicarboxylic acids, and the aliphatic-aromatic dicarboxylic 
acids. These acids are well known and are disclosed for example in U.S. Pat. No. 3,169,121 which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Representative of such aromatic dicarboxylic acids are those represented 
by the general formula: 

HOOC - R 1 - COOH (III) 
wherein R 1 represents an aromatic radical such as phenylene, naphthylene, biphenylene, substituted phenyi- 
ene and the like; a divalent aliphatic-aromatic hydrocarbon radical such as an aralkyl or alkaryl radical; or two 
or more aromatic groups connected through non-aromatic linkages of the formula: 

-E- 

wherein E is a divalent alkylene or alkylidene group. E may also consist of two or more alkylene or alkylidene 
groups, connected by a non-alkylene or alkylidene group, such as an aromatic linkage, a tertiary amino linkage, 
an ether linkage, a carbonyl linkage, a silicon-containing linkage, or by a sulfur-containing linkage such as sul- 
fide, sulfoxide, sulfone and the like. In addition, E may be a cycloaliphatic group of five to seven carbon atoms, 
inclusive, (e.g. cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl), or a cycloalkylidene of five to seven carbon atoms, inclusive, such as 
cyclohexylidene. E may also be a carbon-free sulfur-containing linkage, such as sulfide, sulfoxide or sulfon ; 
an ether linkage; a carbonyl group; a direct bond; a tertiary nitrogen group; or a silicon-containing linkage such 
as silane or siloxy. Other groups which E may represent will occur to those skilled in the art. For purposes of 
the present invention, the aromatic dicarboxylic acids are preferred. Thus, in the preferred aromatic difunc- 
tional carboxylic acids of the formula (III), R 1 is an aromatic radical such as phenylene, biphenylene, naphthy- 
lene, or substituted phenylene. Some non-limiting examples of aromatic dicarboxylic acids which may be used 
in preparing the poly(ester-carbonate) or polyarylate resins of the instant invention include phthaficacid, iso- 
phthalic acid, terephthalic acid, homophthalic acid, o-, m-, and p-phenylenediacetic acid, and the polynuclear 
aromatic acids such as diphenyl dicarboxylic acid, and isomeric naphthalene dicarboxylic acids. The aromatics 
may be substituted with an inorganic atom such as chlorine, bromine, fluorine and the like; an organic group 
such as the nitro group; an organic group such as alkyl; or an oxy group such as alkoxy, it being only necessary 
that the group be inert to and unaffected by the reactants and the reaction conditions. Particularly useful ar- 
omatic dicarboxylic acids are those represented by the general formula:- 




wherein j is a positive whole integer having a value of from 0 to 4 inclusive; and each R 3 is independently se- 
lected from the group consisting of alkyl radicals, preferably lower alkyl (1 to about 6 carbon atoms). 

Mixtures of these dicarboxylic acids may be employed. Therefore, where the term dicarboxylic acid is used 
herein it is to be understood that this term includes mixtures of two or more dicarboxylic acids. 

Most preferred as aromatic dicarboxylic acids are isophthalic acid, terephthalic acid, and mixtures thereof. 

Rather than utilizing the dicarboxylic acid perse, it is possible, and sometimes even preferred, to employ 
the reactive derivatives of said acid. Illustrative of these reactive derivatives are the acid halides. The preferred 
acid halides are the acid dichlorides and the acid dibromides. Thus, for example instead of using isophthalic 
acid, terephthalic acid or mixtures thereof, it is possible to employ isophthaloyi dichloride, terephthaloyl dichlor- 
ide, and mixtures thereof. 

The proportions of reactants employed to prepare the copolyester-carbonate resins will vary in accor- 
dance with the proposed use of the blends of the invention containing this product resin. Those skilled in th 
art are aware of useful proportions, as d scribed in the U.S. patents ref rred to above. In general, the amount 
of the ester bonds may be from about 5 to about 90 mole percent, relative to the carbonate bonds. For example, 
5 moles of bisph nol A reacting completely with 4 moles of isophthaloyi dichloride and 1 mole of phosg ne 
would give a copolyester-carbonate of 80 mole p rcent ester bonds. 

The proc ss of the invention employs the organic polym r resin in solution. In the instance of a polycar- 
bonate resin, the solvent mixture is advantageously a water immiscible solvent such as methylene chloride 
but any solv nt for th resin may b mploy d. The concentration of resin in th solution is not critical, but 
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may be within the range of from about 1 to about 25 w ight perc nt (as an example). 

Awid varietyofsolidformsofadditrvesmayb dispersed in the synthetic polymeric resins, by th proc ss 
of the invention. These additives, which are generally conventionally used in the art of thermoplastics com- 
pounding, can include fill rs (such as clay or talc), supplementary delustrants, impact modifiers, antistats, 
antioxidants, plasticizers, flow promoters and other processing aids, stabilizers, colorants, mold release 
agents, supplementary or synergistic flame retardants such as metal oxides, salts and the like, ultraviolet 
screening agents, and the like. The only requirement for an additive is that it can be provided in a colloidal 
dispersion or as a solution, for precipitation when the colloidal carrier or solvent, such as water, is removed. 

Particularly useful in the process of the invention as applied to polycarbonate resins are additive fluoro- 
polymers, i.e.; fluorinated polyolef ins, provided in aqueous colloidal dispersion (latexes). The fluoropolymers 
function as a fire-retardant and drip-inhibitor when added to polycarbonate resin molding compositions. 

The partially fluorinated polyolef ins include, but are not limited to, poly(vinylidene fluoride), polyvinyl flu- 
oride), poly(trifluoroethylene), poly(chlorotrifluoroethylene) and poly(trif luoroethylene alkali metal sulfonate). 

The fluorinated polyolef ins which are most useful in the present invention, as well as methods for their 
preparation, are described inter alia in Billmeyer, Fred W. ( Jr. Textbook of Polymer Science, Interscience Pub- 
lishers, New York, N.Y, 1966, pp. 425-427; Monermoso, J.C., RubberChem. Tech., 34, 1521 (1961); and Rud- 
ner, MA Fluorocarbons, Reinhold Publishing Corp., New York, N.Y, and U.S. Patent 4,663,391 which is in- 
corporated herein by reference. 

The polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) resin is preferred and preferably is of a f ibrillarform for use in the proc- 
ess and compositions of this invention. 

PTFE is a finely-divided powder or fluff as obtained from the preparative polymerization reaction. When 
a mass of this finely-divided, untreated polytetrafluoroethylene resin of average particle size 0.1 to 0.2 micron, 
such as that illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 of the article Teflon' 1 ; Tetraf luoroethylene Resin Dispersion by J.F.' 
Lontz and W. B. Happoldt, Jr. in Ind. and Eng. Chem. vol. 44, p. 1 800, 1 952, is sheared by rubbing in the hands, 
the particles tend to stick together and form a coherent mass. If this mass is drawn out and examined with a 
microscope at 50-1 00X, it shows fibers of various sizes. Examination with an electron microscope shows that 
these fibers are bundles of smaller fibers, many of which consist of strings of the primary particles held to- 
gether by very fine fibrils having diameters from one-fourth to one-tenth or less of the diameter of the particles. 
Polytetrafluoroethylene which has the ability of causing the particles to adhere and draw out into ultra fine 
fibrils when they are rubbed together with mechanical shearing, is preferred for use in the practice of this in- 
vention. 

Microscopic examination of a product of this invention reveals the presence of resin encapsulated poly- 
tetrafluoroethylene particles. If desired, the polytetrafluoroethylene particles can be given a micro-fibrous 
structure before incorporation in the base resin by subjecting them to high rates of shear when dispersed in 
suitable medium such as oil, or in a process such as water-cutting, whereby microfibers having diameters of 
less than 2 microns are obtained. 

The amount of f luoropolymer which is incorporated into the polycarbonate resin by the process of the in- 
vention may be within the range of from about 0.01 to about 70% by weight, preferably from about 5 to about 
40% and more preferably from about 15 to about 30% parts by weight. 

The fluoropolymer is preferably used as an aqueous dispersion or latex thereof, the dispersed particles 
having a preferred size (diameter) of from 0.05 to 0.5 microns (average). Addition of poorly dispersed PTFE 
to polycarbonate resin molding compositions adversely affects many other physical properties of the articles 
molded from them. The properties that can be adversely affected include impact resistance and appearance. 
One of the primary adverse defects that can occur is due to the presence of poorly dispersed large PTFE 
particles. These poorly dispersed particles can 1). act as flaws to initiate crack propagation, 2). give poor im- 
pact resistance, 3). act as large optically opaque second phase particles that appear as black spec contam- 
ination when viewed in transmission, or 4). appear at the surface of a molded article as surface appearance 
defects. It is this last problem which apparently was solved by the method described by Kress et aL, described 
above. However, the first three problems have remained as difficulties in the art, until the present process 
was discovered. 

We have discovered a process of introducing PTFE into polycarbonate resin molding compositions, which 
advantageously results in articles molded therefrom having defect-fr e surfaces and improved m chanical 
flammability characteristics. The method accomplishes the advantages, apparently, by encapsulating the 
PTFE with the resin composition, while forming relatively small and uniform particles of both resin and addi- 
tive. The resulting resin-additive compositions are concentrates useful when blended with polycarbonat 
molding compositions as a fire-retarding, drip-inhibiting additive. 

In accordance with the process of the invention, the two components, i.e., fluids containing the polycar- 
bonate resin particles and separately the fluoropolym r ar mixed togeth rfor exampl , in a continuous tub- 
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ular mixer optionally equipped with a static mixer at ambient or el vated temperatures. 

The rat at which th two fluids are brought in contact with each other is not critical to the process of th 
invention. However, the rate at which the two components are brought in contact with each other is advanta- 
geously at a substantially uniform rate over a giv n period of time. One advantageously avoids a "dumping" 
of the fluoropolymer into the polycarbonate, but instead seeks to achieve a metering of the fluoropolymer into 
the polycarbonate, to obtain a homogeneous mixture. The proportions of the two components may be in a 
weight ratio of from 70:30 to .01:99.99 (PTFE: polymer resin), preferably 40:60 to 5:95 and most preferably 
30:70 to 15:85. 

After admixture of the two fluid streams, co-precipitation of the resin and the additive is effected by si- 
multaneous removal of the carrier for the additive and the solvent for the polymeric resin. This may be accom- 
plished by volatilization of both the carrier for the additive (such as water) and the solvent for the polymeric 
resin (such as an organic solvent). Volatilization can be achieved by subjecting the mixture to spray drying, 
to achieve a dryness of about 1 .0 percent or less of moisture. 

Devices for spray drying fluid dispersions of solid particles are generally well known; see for example the 
sprayers described in the U.S. Patents 1 ,140,453; 2,249,359; 2,325,112; 2,647,796; 3,452,931 ; 3,581 ,997, and 
3,901 ,449. Both compressed air operated sprayer devices or the "airless" spray devices may be used. In gen- 
eral, it is advantageous to employ the air-driven type of sprayer for relatively dilute fluoropolymer latexes (less 
than 30 percent solids content). Higher solids contents are preferably sprayed from the airless sprayers. 

In a preferred embodiment process of the invention, co- precipitation of the resin and the additive is carried 
out by steam precipitation, i.e.; simultaneous removal of water and solvent by injection and release of steam 
into the mixture of ingredients, to achieve volatilization. 

The invention will be better understood with reference to the following preparations and examples, which 
are presented for purposes of illustration rather than for limitation, and which set forth the best mode con- 
templated for carrying out the invention. 

Where reported, the following test procedures were followed: 

Notched Izod (Nl) 

Impact on 125 mil thick molded samples was determined according to ASTM D-256; all specimens were 
100% ductile at failure, unless otherwise noted. 

Flammability 

Determined in accordance with the UL-94 5V method of Underwriter's Laboratory. 
Ductility Dynatup 

Dynatup impact measurements were made in a Dynatup autoloader machine using 125 mil thick 10.16 
cm discs, the tup impact velocity was 12.2 ft/sec giving an impact energy of 148 ft-lb. The average energy to 
maximum load of three measurements was reported. 

All parts are by weight unless otherwise stated. The term "phr" means parts per hundred of resin. 

Examples 1-4 and Control 

With reference to the accompanying drawing, a number of preparations are carried out to add PTFE (as 
a drip inhibitor) to a polycarbonate resin (Lexan® 1 25, a homopolymer prepared by phosgenation of bisphenol- 
A, General Electric Company, Mount Vernon, Indiana, U.S.A., having an intrinsic viscosity of from about 0.4 
to 0.5 deciliters/gram). 

The PTFE is added as a 60% PTFE aqueous latex supplied by ICI as Fluon AD-1.. The polycarbonate is 
in the form of a 10% methylene chloride solution. The PTFE latex and polycarbonate solution are metered in 
concurrently from pressurized stainless steel vessels 10, 12 into the tubular mixer 14 as shown in the drawing. 
The polycarbonate solution was added at 1 .5L per min. through flow meter 15 and the PTFE latex was added 
through meter 1 6 at a rat to give between 5 and 25 wt percent PTFE in the polycarbonate solution. The fluid 
streams were mixed in a multielement stationary mixer 18. The mixed fluids then enter a steam precipitation 
nozzle 20 where high pressur sup r heated steam (80 psi) is added at a rate of 80 Ibs/hr. from source 21. 
The high pressure (live) steam simultan ously vaporizes methylene chloride solvent and water carrier and the 
polycarbonate ncapsulates the PTFE as they coprecipitate in conduit 22 where particle formation is com- 
pleted to obtain a PTFE/polycarbonate concentrate. By this mode of coprecipitation, particle size ranging from 
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5 micron to 5 millimeter is typical and acceptable for this inventive process. A cyclone separator 26 then sep- 
arates the concentrat powder from the bulk of the water and methylene chloride vapors. The precipitated 
powder is vacuum dried in a dryer 28 at 100®C and 60 mm Hg for 48 hrs. to obtain a free-flowing powder with 
less than 1% moisture. It will be s en that separation and clean-up of the d sired product is relatively si mpl 
and easy to carry out. 

Two PTFE concentrates at PTFE loadings of 24% and 8% by weight were prepared. Each sample was 
used as a flame-retarding, drip-inhibiting additive in polycarbonate molding formulations in order to evaluate 
the influence of the PTFE on physical properties and flame retardant performance. The following Table] sum- 
marizes the formulations made. The formulations as shown in the Table I were blended, extruded and ther- 
moplastically molded into test parts under the same molding conditions. Test results observed from molded 
parts are also given in the Table I. Also included is a control formulation which uses the PTFE concentrate 
prepared by adding PTFE latex to polycarbonate powder followed by blending and drying without coprecipita- 
tion by volatilization of fluids with steam. By this latter method, the PTFE has been found to be poorly dis- 
persed in comparison to the products of the process of the invention and this poor dispersion is reflected in 
the physical properties of articles molded. 
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The Table I shows that formulations containing the PTFE concentrate prepared according to the invention 
give molded parts that are superior in physical properties. Moreover, there is practically no adverse change 
in properties when the PTFE level is raised from 0.24% to 0.84% using the concentrates prepared according 
to the invention (compare examples 1 ,3 with 2,4). That an additive does not adversely affect the physical prop- 
erty of a polymer is highly desirable. The increase in PTFE level allows achievement of the desirable UL94 5V 
performanc (Examples 1 and 3) whil preserving the good physical properties. 
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Examples 5-12 and Comparativ Examples A-E 

The process of the invention according to Examples 1-4 , supra, is repeated, using a variety of proportions 
5 of PTFE and Lexan® 125, polycarbonate, supra. The resulting admixtures of polycarbonate r sin and PTFE 
wre then formulated with 0.3 parts of a mold release agent and 0.05 parts of a heat stabilizer. Potassium 
salt of diphenylsulfone sulfonate fire retardant was added to some of the blends. Upon testing, the physical 
results obtained were reported in Table II , below, under Examples 5-12. 

For purposes of comparison, formulations as described above were prepared, except that the PTFE was 
10 added to the polycarbonate resin by simply blending the PTFE latex with the powdered polycarbonate resin, 
followed by drying. In one example (comparative Example E), instead of PTFE in a latex, a dry powder of PTFE 
(Fluon®, CD-1 , IC!) was blended with a resin powder of the polycarbonate. The test results and formulations 
are set forth also in the Table II , below, under comparative Examples A-E. 
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As may be observed from Table II , above, the process of the present invention permits one to achieve 
highw ights of additive dispersion in a polym rr sin, without substantial loss of physical properties associ- 
ated with the polymer. In particular, the process allows for raising the level of PTFE in a polycarbonate for- 
mulation to enhance drip inhibition performance, without sacrificing m chanical properties in articles mold d 
from the formulations. 

Note that the PTFE concentrate used in comp. B is the same as that used in the control formulation in 
Table I. It can be seen that the mechanical properties of these 2 formulations in Tables I and II are different. 
This inconsistent behavior is very typical when poorly dispersed PTFE is used in plastics formulations. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that many modifications may be made to the process of the inven- 
tion as described above in relation to the dispersion of PTFE in a polycarbonate resin, without departing from 
the spirit and the scope of the invention. For example, two or more additives may be dispersed in a given resin 
simultaneously. In general, any additives may be so dispersed, particularly if they are capable of being carried 
in a colloidal dispersion or as a solution for use in the process of the invention. Variables such as steam pre- 
cipitation nozzle sizes, steam pressures, particle sizes, and ratios of components may all be adjusted to op- 
timize results. The mixing of fluid streams and coprecipitation step may both be carried out at ambient tem- 
peratures and under atmospheric pressures although higher temperatures and pressures are not excluded. 



Claims 

1. A process for incorporating a solid form of an additive in a highly dispersed manner into particles of a 
thermoplastic, synthetic, polymeric resin, which comprises; 

providing a fluid mixture of the additive; providing a solution of the polymeric resin; 
admixing the additive mixture with the polymeric resin solution; and 

removing the fluid and the solvent from the admixture simultaneously, whereby there is a 
co-precipitation of the additive and the polymeric resin from the admixture. 

2. The process of claim 1 wherein the polymeric resin is one of qeneral formula:- 

n 

wherein n is an integer, greater than about 50. A; is a divalent hydrocarbon moiety having a formula se- 
lected from 



and 




wherein m is an integer of b tween 1 and 20 and Z' and Z" ar each selected from hydrogen and alkyl; 
and B is a divalent connecting link selected from radicals which are represented by the formulae: 
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Y 

- 0 - 



o 

II 

c 







and 




o - c - 0 




wherein X is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, and halogen, Y is selected from 
hydrogen, halogen, nitrite, carboxylate est r, alkoxy and acetal, and R is selected from hydrogen, alkyl, 
aryl, alkaryl, and alkoxymethyl. 

The process of claim 1 wherein the fluid mixture is a colloidal dispersion. 
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4. The process of claim 1 wherein removal is effected by st am injection. 

5. Process of claim 1 wherein admixing is carried out in a continuous fashion inside a tube equipped with 
a motionless mixer. 

6. The process of claim 1 wherein the resin is a polycarbonate and the additive is polytetrafluoroethylene. 

7. The process of claim 6 wherein the polytetrafluoroethylene is provided in an aqueous latex and the poly- 
carbonate is provided in a water-immiscible solvent. 

8. The process of claim 7 wherein the additive and the resin are mixed in a weight ratio within the range of 
from about 70:30 to about 0.01:99.99. 

9. The product of the process of Claim 1 . 

1 0. The product from claim 4 wherein the particle size ranges from 5 micron to 5 millimeter. 

11. An article thermoplastically molded from the product of the process of claim 1 . 

2Q 12. A thermoplastic molding composition, which comprises; 

a synthetic, thermoplastic polymeric resin; and 
the product of the process of claim 1. 
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13. A concentrate additive for addition to a thermoplastic, aromatic polycarbonate molding composition, 
which comprises; 

a thermoplastic, aromatic polycarbonate resin; and 

from 0.01 to 70% by weight of polytetrafluoroethylene; 

said concentrate additive having been prepared by the process of claim 8. 

14. A polycarbonate molding composition, which comprises; 

an aromatic, thermoplastic polycarbonate; and 

a drip-inhibiting proportion of the concentrate additive of ciaim 11. 



1 5. A thermoplastic molding composition which comprises; 

a blend of two or more thermoplastic polymeric resins; and 
35 the product of the process of claim 1 . 

16. A thermoformabie extruded sheet derived from the composition of claim 12, claim 14 or claim 15. 
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